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Is Your School Up  
for the Challenge?  
We think Green  
contest is back!

Together In Education is giving 
your school more chances to 
win cash. Win up to $1,000! 
Here is how the contest works, 
collect plastic shopping bags 
from ANY retailer, including 
Harris Teeter September 30th 
through November 10th and 
turn them in to your local Harris 
Teeter. The store will log all of 
your bags collected until the end 
of the contest. At the end of the 
contest, 5 schools from each of 
Harris Teeter's 3 regions will be 
selected as winners! 

Visit harristeeter.com 
and click on we think 
green for more details.

Is there a teacher at your 
school that excels in their 
area and the community? 
Show that teacher that your school 
appreciates their continued commitment 
to excel and to make your school shine 
by nominating them for the Harris Teeter 
Teachers of Excellence Award. There will 
be 10 winners during the 2009-2010 
school year. 

What will  
your school & 
teacher win?
The prize is $1,000 
for the teacher and 
$1,000 for the school. 
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New       items!®

Look for these great new 
Harris Teeter Brand Items!

Link to our Together In Education account number at Harris Teeter
School: __________________________________ Our TIE Account # is:  ________________________

1st Place - $1,000
2nd Place - $500
3rd Place - 	$250
4th Place - $250
5th Place - $250
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BRUMFIELD RECYCLES A MILE OF PLASTIC BAGS

Brumfield Elementary School was encircled on Friday, Oct. 24, by more than its normal red
bricks and green grass. At 2 p.m. the student body and faculty met outside to form a plastic bag
chain around the entire perimeter of the school building as part of a recycling awareness project
directed by PTO volunteer Judy Olsen.

As part of their push for “going green” this year, Brumfield PTO asked students to bring in
all the plastic bags that their families received over the period of a week.

The goal was to make a long enough chain to go around the school – so students could see
for themselves the number of plastic bags their families use. The PTO hoped this effort would
encourage families ultimately to use cloth/reusable bags because of the impact of all the plastic on
the environment.

Fauquier Community Child Care participants tied the 5,203 bags together, and at the
appointed time, students anxiously – and gingerly – grabbed a hold of a spot on the lengthy chain.
Instructional Assistant Brandy Gray led the march around the school as students anxiously
wondered if the chain would reach. To their excitement and surprise, not only did the chain of bags
go all the way around the school once, but twice, and would actually have gone farther except for
the students running out of time before they ran out of bags. With the plastic bag chain winding
twice around the school and with the school day drawing to a close, Principal Linda Clark knew the
students had gotten the point of the project.

“You have seen today that you can make a difference,” she told them. Emphasizing the
waste associated with the use of plastic bags, she said, “Hopefully you will think differently when
you get a plastic bag now.”

She told students that it took 62 percent of a barrel of oil to make the number of plastic
bags the students had collected. With each bag approximately a foot wide, the total neared a mile’s
worth of bags tied together.

At day’s end PTO volunteers were taking Brumfield’s thousands of plastic bags to a Harris
Teeter grocery store as part of Brumfield’s entry in the “We Think Green” contest underway
through Oct. 31. According to the Wall Street Journal, the United States goes through 100 billion
plastic shopping bags annually, and an estimated 12 million barrels of oil is required to make that
number of plastic bags.

More photos on next page
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The top 5 schools in each of 
Harris Teeter’s 3 regions win!

Reminder that the We Think GREEN contest will end 
on 11/10/09, winners will be posted on the website.

$12,912,742.14
earned by schools since 1998

facebook.com/pages/Harris-Teeter/66196221333


